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What’s The Risk Of A
Market Melt-Up?

Your Financial
Psychology Under
Current Conditions

he Standard & Poor’s 500 stock
index repeatedly broke records for
months and the risk of a market
melt-up should be considered. Are stocks
fairly priced? For the answer, we turn to
Jerome Powell, the U.S. Federal Reserve
Bank chairman.
Fed chairmen generally avoid talking
the stock market up or down. However, at
a press conference in December 2020,
Mr. Powell was asked speciﬁcally about
the fact that stocks are highly priced by
traditional valuation standards, like priceto-earnings (P/E) ratios. Mr. Powell’s
answer is important to investors, though it
did not get much press.
That day, the East Coast faced the
worst winter storm in years and a lot of
things were going on, as always. But
here’s what Mr. Powell said:
“Admittedly, P/Es (price/earnings ratios)
are high, but maybe that’s not as relevant
in a world where we think the 10-year
Treasury is going to be lower than it’s
been historically.”

re you a risk taker? Will you
follow through on a long-term
plan? Or maybe your natural
tendencies make you prone to spend
impulsively and let short-term emotions
control your budget and investing
decisions. These are ﬁnancial personality
traits that behavioral economics helps
you identify and manage.
The psychological dimension of
ﬁnancial planning is part of the
knowledge learned from the
burgeoning social science of behavioral
economics, a ﬁeld recognized for its
contribution in helping to improve
society through knowledge in 2002 with
the award of a Nobel Prize in Economics
to Daniel Kahneman, and again in 2017
with the Economics Prize awarded to
Richard Thaler.
A practical beneﬁt of behavioral
economics is that investors can take
assessments to understand their personal
ﬁnancial personality traits.
With traditional stock market priceto-earnings valuation benchmarks broken
and growing concerns about a bubbly
market, it is important to keep the
speculative nature of excitement-seekers
in check. Meanwhile, risk-averse
individuals cannot allow their natural
tendencies to make them so fearful that
they avoid stocks and risk assets, or for
retirees to worry excessively about
outliving their savings.
The current economic boom,
unprecedented government stimulus,
inﬂation scare, and record-breaking stock
prices make this a good time to assess
your unique investor personality traits.
Understanding your ﬁnancial personality
can help you make better decisions.
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valuations in the context of the currently
low interest rates.
It’s important because, to the extent
that the Fed chair believes that current
conditions, which are unprecedented in
history, then he’s going to
remain accommodative and
keep aiding and abetting the
Treasury in creating money.
This would continue to
support stocks, as well as
the economy, for the
foreseeable future.
In contrast to former Fed
chair Alan Greenspan, who
warned stock investors were
growing irrationally
exuberant in 1996 – four

years before the peak of the great bull
market, remembered in history as the tech
stock boom – Chairman Powell is saying:
pay no attention to P/E ratios, the
traditional valuation benchmark of
stocks; what matters more is the P/E ratio
compared to the 10-year bond yield, and,
that bond yields are expected to remain

low for the foreseeable future because of
population trends in developed and
developing nations, improvements in
technology, and other fundamentals.
If the Fed thinks high price-toearnings ratios are less relevant and that
bond yields relative to stock prices are the
important measuring instrument under
current economic conditions,
then that leaves leeway for
stocks to rise without Fed
action to quell an exuberant
stock market. Thus, the risk of
a market melt-up is a real thing.
If you fear missing out on
a market melt-up or worry
about being overexposed to
stock risk, the right tool is a
core portfolio diversiﬁed
across low expense assets and
professionally managed. ●

The Fed chair is saying stocks are
not overpriced compared to bond yields,
which are going to be low for a
sustained period. The Fed is saying, pay
no attention to the market’s P/E ratio;
it’s more relevant in the current
conditions to value the market’s P/E ratio
relative to bond yields. On that basis,
stocks aren’t expensive.
Mr. Powell was saying that the
traditional valuation measures,
including P/E ratios, may not be so
relevant right now because of the lowinterest rate situation worldwide. He’s
saying that what’s most important in the
current ﬁnancial economic conditions,
is the comparison of the P/E ratio to
bond yields.
Just as you would not use a
sledgehammer to drive a nail, the
valuation method commonly used to
measure current stock prices – P/E ratios
– is the best tool for this situation. The
current situation is uncommon, and it
makes sense to use a tool to measure

(Continued on page 4)
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A Tax And Financial Planning Opportunity Is Closing

Going Out On Your Own Terms: Six Key Documents In An Estate Plan

rom the perspective of a
ﬁnancial professional, the
window of opportunity to act
before taxes are hiked is about to close.
The plan to end the step-up in basis on
inheritances is perhaps the most
signiﬁcant change.
Other tax proposals President
Biden campaigned on include a sharp
reduction in the favorable treatment
on proﬁts from investments, a new

veryone’s estate plan is unique,
but these six documents are key
in ensuring your ﬁnal wishes are
carried out and you end life on terms you
have set out.
1. Financial power of attorney. This
document authorizes an “attorney-infact” to act on your behalf in ﬁnancial
matters. The most common power of
attorney, a “durable” one, remains in
effect if you’re incapacitated. Another
variation, which is known as a
“springing” power of attorney, transfers
control to the designated person only if
you’re incapacitated.
The attorney-in-fact may have
broad powers. They may be enabled
to buy or sell personal property, for
example, or the role may be limited
to speciﬁed tasks. This power of
attorney expires when you die.
2. Health-care power of
attorney. This also authorizes
another person to make decisions on
your behalf if you’re unable to do
so—in this case, involving medical
care, carrying out your end-of-life
wishes, and related matters. Here, the
attorney-in-fact is typically your spouse, a
child, or a sibling. Like a ﬁnancial power
of attorney, it may be broad or limited and
expires at your death.
3. Living Will. While a health-care
power of attorney may authorize
someone to help with end-of-life

decisions, establishing what will happen
when you’re dying is the sole purpose of
a living will. Depending on the laws of
your state, you may be able to use a living
will to say whether or not you want lifesustaining treatment if you are terminally
ill or grievously injured.
Also depending on state law, a
health-care power of attorney and a living
will may be combined into one document.
In other states, a living will may
supplement a health-care power of
attorney, and both documents can be
coordinated with other medical directives
or proxies.

us for that kind of focus and for
ﬁnancial news ﬁltered through a lens

reﬂecting history and investment
experience. ●
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top tax rate of 39.6%, and an
expansion of the 12.4% Social
Security tax on tax-ﬁlers who earn
more than $400,000 in adjusted gross
income annually.
At the time this was written, the
details of the new taxes were still
unknown. The elimination of the stepup in basis was still an open question
but politics were dictating the timeline
and dimensions of the tax changes.

It’s possible the tax hikes about
to be negotiated in Congress could be
retroactive, which would render
defensive planning measures fruitless.
That’s unlikely, but the window of
opportunity to act is closing.
If your annual income is higher
than $400,000 or your family has
an estate worth more than $3.5
million, please let us know if you
have questions. ●

View Investment News Through A Historical Lens

G

etting the news isn’t so easy
these days! You need to ﬁlter
everything you see and hear.
Political, environmental, and ﬁnancial
news – even sports! – must be
viewed through a
sophisticated lens.
A key to ﬁltering news
about the economy and
investments is to view
everything through the long
lens of history. For example,
can you spot the major shift
in the U.S. stock market in
these ﬁgures? If you noticed
the S&P 500 Growth stocks
lagging badly, good for you!

For small-cap value stocks to
outperform the large-cap S&P 500
growth companies marked a major
shift in leadership! But you would

only know that by looking at these
numbers through a long-term lens.
Just a quarter earlier, large-cap
growth stocks in the S&P 500
massively outperformed
small- and mid-cap value
stocks, and that has been
the long-term trend. And,
again, to know that, you’d
have to examine the last
ﬁve years of performance.
Financial news is
rarely reported from the
historical perspective of an
investor building a
sustainable retirement
income stream. Count on

E

4. Trusts. There are many reasons
for creating and funding trusts. A trust
could be used to prevent family squabbles
or impose restraints on spendthrift family
members. One variation, a living trust,
often supplements a will. Because assets
in a living trust don’t go through probate

court proceedings, it keeps the
disposition of your ﬁnal affairs private
and asset transfers through a trust are
harder to contest than assets that go
through the public probate process. The
probate process can also be lengthy.
Though there are a myriad of
variations, all trusts are either revocable
or irrevocable. With a revocable trust,
you retain control over the assets.
While that’s not the case with an
irrevocable trust, it can protect assets
from creditors and remove them from
your taxable estate.
5. Final Letter. A ﬁnal letter can be
used to write down a plan for
your funeral arrangements,
who is to inherit precious
family heirlooms, works of
art, personal items, and to
bestow ﬁnal blessings and
salutations to the people who
matter most to you.
6. Will. Your will
establishes how your assets
will be distributed after you
die and who will have
custody of any minor
children. You also could use it for other
purposes such as making charitable
donations and creating trusts.
If you die without a will—
“intestate,” in legal parlance—the laws
of your state will determine who gets
your assets and assumes guardianship of
young children. As the centerpiece of
your estate plan, this is deﬁnitely one
tool you can’t be without.
Drawing up documents is left to
legal professionals but coordinating the
drafting of these documents with your
attorney to ensure your ﬁnal objectives
in life are met after your death is often
the province of a trusted ﬁnancial advice
professional, as is assuming powers over
your ﬁnancial affairs should you ever
become incapacitated and
quarterbacking a team of professionals.
How to best invest your ﬁnal assets
in the people and beliefs you hold most
dear requires your most careful
consideration and planning and is not a
responsibility we take on lightly. If you
have questions about going out on your
own terms that you set out, please don’t
hesitate to contact us. ●
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